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Strutt’s Centre, Derby Road, Belper.

Child Protection

Our Group has been in existence since 1981 and has had a policy of encouraging and promoting all aspects of Model Railways and whilst our constition does not specifically refer to young people our rules allow for Ordinary, Student and Junior members.

Our current membership criteria offers Junior membership (at a reduced rate) to all aged under 16 and supervised by an adult member and Student membership to all over 16 and in education. All parents or supervising adults are at all times responsible for the actions of the juvenile(s) in their care.

Due to continuing incidences of child abuse over recent years and a number of high profile cases, with corresponding media coverage and subsequent changes in legislation, the Committee sought advice on child supervision matters and how it may affect our Model Railway Group. Advice has been sought from various organisations, all of which have proved to be inconclusive in respect of our organisation.

To the best of our knowledge the current legislation applies to those who are; - a) Paid to supervise juveniles (this means anyone who is under the age of 18) i.e. Teachers, Outdoor Activity Instructors etc and b) those voluntary groups that have been set up for the specific purpose of catering for juveniles i.e. Scouts / Guides, Junior Sports Teams etc.

The primary aim of Belper MRG is to promote an interest in Model Railways, which like many other hobbies will obviously attract interest from young people.

We therefore need to make you aware that the Group does not expect the Group Officers, Committee, Trustees nor any of the Adult Membership to accept any responsibility for the supervision of juveniles whilst at the Groups rooms or exhibitions.

We do however aim to adopt a reasonable stance and have put several measures in place to make for a safer environment.

· We have decided not to purchase any power tools that we consider to pose a high risk of accident if used by inexperienced persons e.g. circular saw, powered planer etc.

· We have a basic First Aid Kit and Fire Extinguishers (within school premises).

· A list of all members, with addresses and telephone contact numbers will be displayed on the Group notice board at all times in case of accident or other emergency.

We feel that it is a sad reflection on today's society that we have had to issue this document and hope that you will appreciate our reasons for doing so.

We have enjoyed a trouble free existance so far and long may it continue.

If you have any concerns about any of the points raised or in fact any which may not have been mentioned, then please do not hesitate to contact a member of the Committee.

This document was discussed and agreed by the General Membership of Belper Model Railway Group at its Annual General Meeting held at Belper School on 5th April 2006.

I confirm receipt of a copy of this document, which I have read, understand and accept as a condition of Junior / Student membership for those named below.

Signature of Parent or Guardian                         Date

Full name, address and telephone contact of Parent or Guardian.

Full name(s) of juveniles                               Date(s) of birth
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